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IBF ACCIDENT

e next three issues, Stan Bezuidenhout will present a three
course, designed to inform you as to what you should, and ¢
n the event of an accident. This month, he introduces the st

axt three issues, you
» following:

an accident: what now.
had an accident:

in an accident:
act,

learm what to expect,
what not to do, what
or, and what to be
en you will learn what
Vho will be there, what
nt? What should you
r and what must you
» of. What should the
ffic do? What are your
can help you and how?
ings that everyone
V.

sue you will learn what
record, what you must
of, how to make those
you should do about
vers, and so on. As a
 include a basic
vestigation form”™ that
D N your car.

ccident victims had to
proper investigations
:onducted and/or that
restigation reports are

going to be incomplete, unavailable
or very expensive. My company,
IBF Investigations, has been
assisting the SAPS with the proper
investigation of serious and fatal
accidents without charge, but
illogical opposition has all but
brought our freely offered co-
operation to a complete end.

Traffic Accident Units, however,
claim to know what they are doing
and can apparently do everything
themselves. As a consequence, |
strongly recommend that anyone
involved in an accident where any
“Accident Unit" is present, should
insist that the unit not only complete
an Accident Report Form, but also
record and measure everything,
reander scale scene drawings, do
reconstructive analyses of events
(speeds, angles and forces), provide
proof of the methods used to make
those findings, produce animations
and provide expert court testimony.

There seems (o be a misconception
that any police or traffic officer that
fills in an AR form, takes the
minimum number of photographs
(often almost none, due to
budgetary constraints), measures
the position of only vehicles,

produces an inaccurate
scale) drawing, and driv
with ‘Accident Unit’ on
becomes a member of |
specialist team. Well th:
nonsansa. Internationall
units are experts and do |
than regular officers. Th
includes advanced pho
damage analysis, road !
avidence analysis, hum
analysis, speed determ
physics, specialist comj
occupant and pedestriar
analyses, scale scene d
advanced measuremen
techniques. They own a
specialised equipment |
technologies and operat
basis. My own equipme
a special mobile laborat
measuring tools and dig
equiprment, cutting-edg
and skills acquired inte
| take as many as 200 ¢
photographs at serious

sCenes.

A typical “fender bende
handled by traffic depar
very serous, drunken d
fatal accidents all includ
element and should be |
the police.



ant involving substantial
le damaged beyond
iry, other cnmes (vehicle
- and run) or the loss of
o this category.

| typical senous accident
car hitting and killing a

. Firstly, the area where

should be cordoned off
 minimise and prevent
tion. The area is normally
by the police or traffic
nt, unless there is a fire
yus material alert, whan
night be performed by
partment.

ents are treated, the
hould be photographed
ting the presence of the
nvestigator), since the
it be moved, or rolled

| attemmpt to save the
ictim, theraby effectively
iting evidence. If the
declared dead by the
:am, the complete

on should begin.

- IBF is involved, the
on will include at
ollowing:

] of all relevant pieces
@ (cars, bodies, marks,
a5, and so on), for
ent after removal of

larger elements (fire trucks, cars,
etcetera).

2. Photographs of the location

of all victims (including those that
fell out of cars or were ejected)
and bodies.

3. Photographs of all visible injunes
to bodies with specific attention to
impact areas, contact damage, fiail
damage, head injunes, and so on.
4. Facial photographs of deceased
victims for later identification and
involvement confirmation.

5. Photographs of all marks left
by vehicles, pedestrian shoes,

" attending emergency personnal,

and so on.

6. Photographs of all involved
vehicles, showing at least all sides,
all damage, the inside and any
damage there, the position of

the gear lever (also used to
determine whether the car is/was
automatic or manual), the state
of the ignition, the state of the
headlight switches, glass damage,
blood splatter, speedometer
readings, licence discs, etc.

7. Photographs of any deposited
evidence, i.e. shoes, bags, trolleys,
hats and caps, body pieces, brain
matter, etc.

8. Photographs of all emergency
and private vehicles present, near,
or at the scene (in case witnesses
must be found, or first amriving
medical units traced for testimony).
9. Photographs of the drivers’
hicences of all drivers involved, in
order to confirm that these wena
present, and to prevent possible
arrors in the malking of wiitten reports.

10. Photographs of all signs,

signboards, road work
or trees (where these
the view of any involve
11. Macro (magnified, n

photographs of all bull
and rear) of all vehicle:

for later analysis (light-
light-off status).

12. Macro photography
of pedestrians’ shoes,
enable the specialised 1
pedestrian-status dete
13. All tyre damage, m
pressures and tread de
recorded and photogr:
14. Exact measuremer
elements of the accider
vahicles, skid marks, y
{chord and middle ord
measurements), gouge
and chip marks, body
other evidence and m:
features, exact witnes:
and any other relevant
15. Crush measuremes
(damage to vehicles), i
enable reconstructioni
as IBF Investigations) 1
speed determinations
16. Records of the GP
of the accident, weather
road-surface condition
of travel of vehicles, m
lanes on the road, trafl
equipment (robots and
any additional element:
be relevant or present.

| believe that all of this
should be available to
parties, since this will t
basis of their defence,
be necessary in aither c
or insurance matters.
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