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Yes, except we only do it with cars...
Are you some kind of policemen?

Mo, we are independent, But we do
work with law enforcement. We for-
ward our findings on serious and fatal
accidents to national government to
help them enhance road safety. We
also share knowledge o improve acci-
dent investigations and reports.

How can a guy get into this field?
Start with excellent maths marks, then
go study mechanical engineering,
physics or something similas. We have
already trained about 200 law-
enforcement officers in the Western
Cape. Pretoria Tech also offered some
basic accident investigation courses.
What are the tools of your trade?

Tyre pressure and tread-depth gauges,
and digital cameras that write directly
to CD-R. These are the only ones
accepted in court, because the images
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known values like the weight of vehi-
cles, the damage sustained, direction
of travel and skid resistance (drag) of
the road surface, you can solve for
time/distance elements, or energy,
momentum and speed factors. You
determine as many known elements
as possible, and then apply maths.
Once we have the data, we can pro-
grammie it into our compuler software
and re-animate events.

Can you establish who is guilty?

Yes. But, we have to reserve our opin-
ions about guilt and innocence and
focus on the how, what, why and
whom. The courts do the rest.

So if FHM crashed our Mini into a wall
pissed, and then drove off, you would
know it was us?

The boob impressions would be a
give-away! Plus you have a unique mix
of colours and your car is a certain
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amonth. Any sleep | can get, | take.
Do you receive regular counselling?
No. No need. We're tough mothers!
Do you draw those chalk outlines
around the bodies?

Sometimes, yes. But when the investi-
gation and measurements are done
properly, it's not actually necessary.
That's normally something you're
more likely to see al murder scenes.
What was the funniest crash you saw?
This pissed dude once ran away from
an accident scene. We later found him
down the road in a tree barely three
metres tall with about four branches
on il. We could see his pissed, 100kg
frame bobbing and swaying from
miles away! When we got to him, he
was so pissed he fell out and was
arrested for drunken driving.

Ever seen an accident where it was
clear the driver was getting a blowie?
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cannot be edited. We also use hi-tech
devices called total stations. A total
station is a Leica TC-407 that can meas-
ure up to 10 000 reference points at an
acrident scene, to sub-millimetre accu-
racy, from up to a kilometre away! But
sometimes the most mundane things
work best, like pencil and paper.
What's the main cause of accidents?
Over-familiarity. People don’t realise
how easily and quickly an accideni
can happen, whether it's drunken
driving, speeding, not stopping at a
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height. Combine thal with witness
reparts and some calls to body shops,
and you never know. Also, you might
be stupid enough to go back to the
area to show some buds where it hap-
pened. And we might be there, staking
the joint out, That said, this is not the
States. We don’t have huge paint-sam-
ple and tyre databases. So you might
actually get away with it

If we crash when we're a bit drunk,
but there are no injuries, is it best to
run before the cops get there?
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Not yet. But there was this guy who
was injured in a head-on collision. He
had a prostitute tied up in the car next
to him. Never did figure out why...
Where's the weirdest place a car has
ended up after an accident?

This one dude parked his truck, full of
furniture, inside a hole dug for a tree,
There were heavy rains, and the hole
was full of water. The road was closed,
bui he decided to pass through.
Resolve the debate: who has more
crashes, men or women drivers?
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old farts, so take them out first.

Is it true that if a pissed oke crashes,
he’s less likely to get hurt?

Yes, There is a decreased probability
of injury, due to “rag-doll syndrome™.
Small children, the elderly and pissed
people are more likely to go limp and
just flop around inside a car. That's
why so many little ones survive horm-
fic accidents. If you've seen ski-slope
wipe-outs, that's rag-doll syndrome,
What car don't we want to crash in?
The smaller, the narrower, the higher
and the older the car, the more likely
things will wrong. SUVs are known for
rolling over easily due to their higher
centre of mass, but their size protects
from side impact. But two-wheelers
are the worst. After what I've seen, 'l
never own a motorcycle or a bicyde.
With new cars having ABS, traction
control, computer-aided driving etc,
are there fewer crashes nowadays?
No. There are more cars, more people
and higher speeds with less law
enforcement. Today, even kids throw
birds and challenge cops to race!

Is there a certain colour of car that's
the safest to drive?

At night, lighter colours are safer, in
the day, darker colours. The best tipis
to always drive with lights on. You are
800 per cent more likely to be seen.

Is it okay to drive stoned? It's not like
you drive fast or stupid like when
you've been drinking.

You talking from experience? Any sub-
stance that impairs concentration, dis-
torts perception of reality or acts asa
central nervous-system depressant isa
bad idea, not to mention illegal.
Tow-truck drivers - vultures or useful?
Useful vultures... FHM

Interview by Mike Behr.




