HOW THE EXPERTS
PUZZLE IT ALL OU

STUDY has proved what South Africans have known for a long
me. We have the third-highest accident rate in the world. More
1an 140000 people die on our roads annually, despite the millions
f rands government spends on the Arrive Alive campaign. Forensic
ccident expert Stan Buizendenhout sald more had to be done
y prevent road accidents, writes SHANAAZ EGGINGTON.
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DISMEMBERED bodies, dying peoplg
These are the scenes that confront Sta
Bezuidenhout every day.

For the specialist forensic accident an
ot lyst, it is unavoidable.

Ll But Bezuidenhout, 39, says he ca
EXPERTS: Jackie Smith and Stan Bezuidenhout next handle it.
to their sponsored vehicle. Photo: WILLIAM MCINTOSH He said: “I'm not saying | am complete
: : desensitised to death.

“But | do not allow gruesome scen
to get the better of me. I'm a professional

“| must not think of the disfigured an|
dismembered as people. | unfortunatel
have to see them as pieces of a puzzl
that needs to be completed after th
Jccident

He said he knows many people in similz
professions. such as undertakers and th|
like, who handle their jobs well.

Bezuidenhout says: “You don’t hear (
undertakers running to psychologists.

“No, they have chosen their jobs an|
e they knew what they were letting the
SFAULT: A nut is missing from selves in for.
the wheel and there’s no brake “It's tougher for paramedics. They hay

3

£ Y L » S pad. This photo can prove the to try and save lives, They sometimes suffg
ADS: A typical accident scene where the fire department, emergency services and and cops work parts were misssing. quite badly. :
o hand! Photo: SUPPLIED Photo: SUPPLIED He says that after every accident, hog

Accidents are like cryptic crosswords [ s gt

ten not enougl

I SHANAAZ EGGINGTON are the owners of IBF Investigations (Inde- among others, involved in ; e
AR ACCIDENTS are like crossword pendent Burcau of Forensic Investigations) the investigations into three : EMERGENC
zzles. in Milnerton. tragic accidents in the Cape. Forensics Stai
You have to fill out all the squares 1o get This company is one of four independent The Kloofnek bus a,:ci— by AL tf:m:: :
answer. specialist investigative units in the country dent which claimed the lives - ;E;P:::ién old
So says Stan Bezuidenhout, 39, a forensic  conmracted by the Road Traffic Management  of the driver and three lear- 7
pert in the field of vehicle accidents. It’'s  Corporation (RTMC) to investigate accidents  ners, the Piketberg bus acci- .
s job to analvse accident wreckage to in which more than five people died. dent in which 10 farmwor-
etermine exactly what went wrong. IBF is the only one in the Western Cape.  kers died; and the accident f
Bezuidenhout and tyre expert Jackie Smith Bezuidenhout was, over the past year, in the Franschhoek pass between a milk truck,
a bakkie and a Toyota Venture, in which
six people died.
Bezuidenhout told Cape S%n: “The
*squares’ with which we work, are firstly
the human factor.
“Was the person drunk or sober, was
he elderly and sickly, for example.
“Then there are the mechanical factors.

15 the vehicle madwo[r_hyor did the brakes

give in?
Analysed : :

“Then there are factors like the weather.  LIKE S0: Stan Bezuldenhout shows what
Was it perhaps overcast or was the road look for when a car was Involved in |
wet? accident. Photo: SUPPLII

“Then there is the speed factor. I can
say exactly how fast a car was driving  dents that occur are never properly investig:
when the accident took place just by ed.
looking at a few factors. He says: “Unfortunately there is a serio

“Jackie is the tyre expert and has shortage of trained forensic experts.
investigated more than 6000 accidents. “South Africa has a high accident rate, b

“There are many other factors to be oo little money is being spent to investig:
taken into account as well and all these and analyse this tendency.
factors must be scientifically analysed. “Most of the time it i5 simply speculat

“Itis crucial to be one of the firstpersons  on what happened, instead of a scienti
onthe scene, asweneed to gatherevidence investigation.”
that hasn't been tampered with. Bezuidenhout and Smith are also reservi

Later, this information is processed on gt the Milnerton police station.

a computer 50 thar the accident can be Bezuidenhout also regularly gives presen)
reconstructed.™ tions to policemen about the correct way

Bezuidenhout says the majority of acci-  handle an accident scene,




